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There are many ramifications about the closing of the plant. Of 
course the economic impact is paramount but there are other 
aspects that may not have been considered.
 
Since so many of us spent our entire working career in the same 
plant with mostly the same people, we developed life long 
friends. That is something that is going to be lost with so many 
people now switching jobs so frequently. I’d like to tell you about 
just two of the many friends I made while working at the shop. 
They are friends in different ways for different reasons and as far 
as I know may not even know each other.
 
Rick Bode and I knew each other from playing softball together 
in the 1970’s and 1980’s. When softball was very popular, we 
were on tournament teams together and on the same teams in 
several leagues. Whenever either of us put together a team for a 
league or tournament, we called each other to put them on the 
team. It didn’t always work out because of other commitments, 
but we played ball for over 20 years together and became good 
friends. 
 
We worked different shifts and never had much time to socialize  
other than at the ball park. When Rick retired in October of 2007 
one of the first things he did was to email me and ask if I could 
get him on my team here in Punta Gorda. Rick lives near Braden-
ton and drives 77 miles one way to get to the fields. He does that 
twice a week!
 
He has been a great addition to my team and has even joined 
our “half century” team that plays a monthly tournament and is 
ranked 63rd in the state. He has always hit the ball hard and with 
his rifle arm and good speed on the field, he has been noticed by 
many other teams in the area. He is now also playing in Sarasota 
and Venice and was recently asked to play in a tournament for a 
team that is one of the top 20 in the state.
 
He accepted their offer but told them it was only if my team 
wasn’t playing that weekend. He has a chance to play on a much 
better team but has his loyalties to our team. That’s what over 30 
years of friendship does.
 
Brian Wilson and I both spent over 33 years in the shop. Our 
fathers both worked there and knew each other. We each had 
brothers who were in management and we both drove tow motor 
for the bulk of our time in the plant. I think the first time we ever 

did anything together was to move his top- of -the - line (and 
heavy) pool table. I helped him move that table at least four times 
during those 33 years.
 
That pool table was where our friendship started and grew. Every 
home he lived in had a designated pool table room. It started in 
a small dimly lit glassed in porch and now resides in a beautiful 
decorated room with fine furniture and all the electric gadgets 
possible.
 
I have spent a lot of time at his house and on his boat either on 
Lake Michigan or on the lake behind his house.  However, It was 
always the pool table where we would get together to enjoy a few 
cold adult beverages, listen to music and shoot pool.
 
In July of last year I made my annual trip back to Michigan. Bri-
an and I set a day where I would come over to watch a game on 
his big screen, split a cold one or two and of course shoot pool. 
 
I arrived around 8 o’clock. We got caught up on old times and af-
ter a couple of drinks began to shoot some pool. There was a fund 
raising event on TV that featured music from the 70’s and 80’s. 
He cranked the volume up and  it was just like 30 years earlier.
 
When I heard Marshall Tucker’s “heard it in a love song” it 
brought back memories of his first house with a dark porch and 

Blast From the Past
Here is a picture of our softball team in 1987. Rick Bode is in the front 
row next to me (Steve Knapp). Bob Pyard is in the middle row and 
Tim Terrell is in the back row left next to Ken Bart. We are all former 
employees at the shop. I don’t know if Tim , Ken or Bob retired yet or not.

continued on page 4
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CESAR E. CHAVEZ PARADE
On Tuesday, March 31, 2009 Kent County 
Commissioner Keith Courtade, Steve Rop, 
Gilbert Arambula, Jim & Sue Levy, and myself 
marched in the Cesar E. Chavez Parade rep-
resenting Local 730 and Region 1D.  Cesar 
Chavez was a Mexican migrant worker who 
became known for standing up for workers’ 
rights. 

POSSIBLE LABOR DAY EVENT
Currently there are ongoing discussions about 
the possibility of some sort of a Labor Day 
event.  Stay tuned for further information.

CAFETERIA
Because of the loss of revenue and the plant 
closing, the cafeteria will stop serving food 
starting on May 1st.  The vending machines will 
remain stocked and operational.  You will still 
be able to eat your lunch in this area.

STANDING COMMITTEES
If you are currently on a standing committee 
and took a S.A.P. you can still be on a commit-
tee.  If you choose not to remain on a committee 
please let us know by submitting a resignation 
letter.

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER 
RESIGNATIONS
Andra Jackson, Kirk Jackson, and Charlie 
Geerlings will be resigning from their respec-
tive Executive Board positions.  Andra will be 
taking an Appendix A move to Fairfax, Kansas, 
Kirk will relocate to Arlington, Texas, and 
Charlie will be retiring.  I would personally like 
to thank all of them for their years of dedicated 
loyal service to our membership, the commu-
nity, and the cause.

TRANSITIONAL SELF HELP CENTER
The Transition Center in the plant continues 
to be very busy helping out our members.  To 
date we have had over 1,500 visitors through.  I 
strongly encourage everyone to take advantage 
of the resources that are available to all of us 
both hourly and salary.

PEER TO PEER TRAINING PROGRAM
The Peer to Peer Training Program which is 
sponsored by Michigan State AFL-CIO Human 
Resource Development Incorporated started 
April 14 & 15, 2009.  The group consists of 
Local 730 members who are now retired.  Their 
responsibilities are designed to enhance the 
ability of dislocated workers to regain and retain 
employment.  They will be contacting our mem-
bers  who have left the plant through lay offs 
and S.A.P. programs by telephone.

LOCAL 730 PICNIC
Come out and enjoy the Local 730 Picnic on 
Saturday, June 20, 2009 12:00 noon to 5:00 
p.m. at Douglas Walker Park.

LOCAL 730 UNION HALL
The Union Hall will be closed for lunch daily 
from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. starting April 14, 
2009.  Please plan accordingly.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT WINNERS 
Congratulations to the following winners of the 
Local 730 Scholarships.  Each recipient will 
receive $2,000 towards their 2009 fall semes-
ter.  We had to select 6 from 54 very qualified 
applicants.  The winners will receive notifica-
tion by mail with further instructions.  Those 
receiving the scholarships this year are:  Alison 
Bockheim, Kyle DeHaan, Joseph Donovan, 
Leah Granzo, Ariel VandenBosch, and Kyle 
Vandermeer.
 
In closing, I would like to say thank you to 
all elected and appointed union officials who 
recently retired.  Your service and contribu-
tions have been greatly appreciated by all.  To 
our members who took the SAP on April 1st, 
I wish you the best of luck in your retirement.  
Don’t forget about the retiree’s meeting the last 
Thursday of the month at 12:00 noon.  Hope to 
see you there!

In solidarity,

Greg Golembiewski
President, Local 730, UAW
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BENEFITS

Steven Rop - Shop Chair
Dist. Committeeman Alt.
1 Marty Green John Wiedmayer 
2 Nancy Fopma Z. Joe Ziolkowski
5 Mike Carlson Jim Levy 
6 Russ Bolthouse Cliff Nicholson 
8 Doug Lail Bill Czeher 
9  John Graver Jr. 

SKILLED TRADES DELEGATES
Maintenance:  Pamela Artis and 
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Tool and Die: Marty Green and John Wiedmayer

Dear Members of Local 730,

MARCH MEMBERSHIP WINNERS
7:15  DIANE VISSER

NOON  TERRIE STEVENS
3:30  MIKE CUSACK

11:15  ALAN HOPKINS
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SAPS
As of April 1, 2009 we had 520 members leave on one of the three op-
tions that were available to them.  There are approximately another 50 
members that signed their A & B forms that will be leaving later on this 
year.  That leaves us with 804 members; 551 active, 68 on leave, and 185 
on layoff.  Some of our members have been offered and accepted moves 
to Fairfax, Kansas and Arlington, Texas.

PARAGRAPH 96 MOVES
As of April 20, 2009 we will be posting Paragraph 96 moves to seven 
locations.  It was previously reported that there would be nine locations, 
but the moves to Mansfield, Ohio are being held up by the International 
Union because of work we sent them, and other work that went out the 
back door to accommodate our work.  There is also an issue being held 
up by the International for Springhill, Tennessee.  We will communicate 
to you as quickly as we receive updated information on these issues.  We 
were informed that in Flint and Marion they need production employees 
as soon as possible.  Therefore, if you sign up for one of these locations, 
as many as 30 of our members could be going to each location as of May 
11th.   If you are interested you will need to sign up at the Self Help 
Transition Center in the plant.

EQUIPMENT REMOVAL
Around June 8th, the dismantling of PP3 will start.  Our maintenance 
members will perform this work.  When Divisional Manager, Cathy 
Clegg was in our plant on April 15th she identified other equipment to be 
removed, but not the location where it will be going.  This equipment is 
OO-3, JJ-1, CC-1, P-1, G-1, the CTL, and a cut off press.  Depending on 
the time lines and availability of manpower it is the local union’s posi-
tion that our members remove this equipment.

LOCAL UNION ELECTIONS  
At last month’s membership meeting, we reported out that there would 
be three districts and the Chairperson position for the upcoming election.  
After reconfirming our numbers per plant population we will only be al-
lowed to have two districts and a Chairperson.  There will be one district 
on first shift and the district will encompass all members on the shift.  
The same will apply for the district on second shift.  

CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT   BY STEVE ROP, CHAIRMAN

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  RUSS BOLTHOUSE, MIKE CARLSON, NANCY FOPMA, JOHN GRAVER, MARTY GREEN, AND DOUG LAIL

Nominations will open at 8:30 a.m. Monday, May 11, 2009 
and will close at 3:00 p.m. Monday, May 18, 2009 for the po-
sitions listed below.  Those wishing to accept nomination must 
do so in writing on the proper form available at the Local 730, 
UAW office.  You must specify the district or position you are 
accepting nomination for, and be working on that shift in that 
district as your regular shift at the time of nomination.

Positions are for a Three (3) Year Term:

Committeepersons for first shift District 1 and  second shift 
District 6 (Production and skilled trades are both eligible to 
represent all.)

Alternate Committeepersons for first shift District 1 &  
second shift District 6 (Production and skilled trades are both 
eligible to represent all.)

Shop Chairperson
2 Trustees on the Executive Board (for the remainder of the 
term.)

Sergeant-At-Arms on the Executive Board (for the remainder 
of the term.)

Local #730, U.A.W. Bylaws:  Article XIV.  
Nominations and Elections
Section 4.  No member shall be eligible to run for any elec-
tive office or position in the Local Union, or delegate to any 
conventions, council or conference until he has been a member 
in continuous good standing for one year immediately prior to 
nomination.

The twenty-four (24) hour election will be held from 5:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 27, 2009 to 5:00 a.m. Thursday, May 28, 
2009 at the Local 730, UAW Union Hall, 3852 Buchanan SW, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

In the event of a tie, a runoff election will be held from 5:00 
a.m. Wednesday, June 3, 2009 to 5:00 a.m. Thursday, June 4, 
2009 at the Local 730, UAW Union Hall, 3852 Buchanan SW, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

MEET YOUR CANDIDATE BOOKLET
Nominees who wish to appear in the ‘Meet Your Candidate’ 
booklet are responsible for making sure their resume makes the 
deadline.  Photos will be taken on Friday, May 15, 2009 from 
12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. at the Local 730 Union Hall.
 
Resume Deadline is no later than 3:00 p.m.
Monday, May 18, 2009

Resume forms may be picked up and dropped off at the Lo-
cal 730 UAW Union Hall 3852 Buchanan Avenue SW.  

Resumes must be 100 words or less.  

Please submit your resume early; this will help tremen-
dously in getting the Candidate Booklet printed and to our 
members as soon as possible.

Merry Biggs, Co-Chair  Greg Golembiewski 
Frank Savickas, Co-Chair  President
Election Committee

Local 730, UAW Nominations and Election Notice




